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CHURCH HISTORY 

Rockwell, Wm. Walker (editor). Papers of the American Society of Church 

History. Second Series, Vol. V. New York: Putnam, 191 7. lxv-f-147 

pages. $3.00. 

Six valuable papers are included in the volume. The easy orators who eulogize 
the Protestant Reformers as champions of religious liberty will be sobered by reading 
the first of these contributions, in which Professor J. A. Faulkner, dealing with "The 
Reformers and Toleration," exhibits the views of Melanchthon and Zwingli, views 
wholly opposed to freedom of conscience in religion and indicating a constitutional 
inability to distinguish between error of opinion and depravity of heart. The prin- 
ciple of freedom belonged, however, to the logic of their situation. The second paper 
in the volume, by Arthur Charles Howland, enables the reader to view the intolerant 
Reformers as an improvement, on a more cruel past. His " Criminal Procedure in 
the Church Courts of the Fifteenth Century as Illustrated by the Trial of Gilles de 
Rais" by the painful detail of a shocking episode reveals this still darker background 
of oppression, and apart from this relation is of value as a concrete presentation of a 
mediaeval situation. 

All who share the growing modern interest in the Anabaptists will prize two more 
papers. Professor H. E. Dosker discusses the contents of the ten volumes of the 
Bibliotheca Reformaloria Neerlandica with reference to the Anabaptist movement, 
and from the same rich source Professor A. H. Newman presents a valuable study of 
"Adam Pastor, Antitrinitarian Antipaedobaptist. " 

In lighter vein Frederick John Foakes Jackson, now of Union Seminary, narrates 
the career of "English Church Historians." He deals with Lightfoot, Stubbs, 
Creighton, Acton, Maitland, Hodgkin, Overton, and Gwatkin. This entertaining 
paper is also profitable for the bibliographical data by which Dr. Jackson registers the 
scholarly production of these authors. 

The final paper is by Professor Jesse Johnson on "Early Theological Education 
West of the Alleghanies. " Dealing with the period before 1835, this record of pioneer 
schools is limited chiefly to Presbyterian institutions. 

It is to be regretted that the financial resources of the American Society of Church 
History do not allow more ample publication. A publication fund would be a bene- 
faction to American Scholarship. F A C 

Brehaut, Ernest (translator). History of the Franks by Gregory Bishop 
of Tours. (Records of Civilization: Sources and Studies.) New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1916. xxv-f- 284 pages. $2.50. 
Loomis, Lotjise Ropes. The Book of the Popes, I. To the Pontificate of 
Gregory I. (Records of Civilization: Sources and Studies.) New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1916. xxii+169 pages. $2.00. 
Within the past ten or fifteen years the apparatus of teaching mediaeval history 
has been greatly enlarged by the publication of numerous "source books." But con- 
venient and even valuable as many of these are, all of them have had the defect of 
presenting merely translated excerpts, with the result that the student who might 
be sent to them for reading got no impression of historical continuity and could do 
little intensive study because of the "scrappiness" of the material. 
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This defect is now beginning to be remedied. Professor Robinson, of Harvard, 
has recently published complete translations of the life of St. Severinus and of St. 
Boniface. The Princeton University Press has issued a translation of the whole of 
the Jordanes Gothic chronicle. And now we have before us an English version of 
the first great mediaeval chronicle, the Historia regum Francorum of Gregory of Tours, 
and another of the Liber Pontificate, the earliest history of the popes. Both volumes 
pertain to the new Columbia historical series known as Records of Civilization. 

While in each of these volumes some portions of the original have been omitted, 
yet so large a part has been translated that the student, unless he be meticulously 
inclined, will hardly be aware of the omissions. Here are two very valuable sources 
in which the historical student may do a sustained and continuous piece of investi- 
gation. Enough historical notes have been added by the translators to make the 
text intelligible without burdening the page with erudition. It is earnestly to be 
hoped that present historical conditions will not interrupt or arrest future publica- 
tions of this kind in this valuable series, which so admirably elucidates the history 
of the past. J. W. T. 

Nau, F. Methodius Clement — Andronicus. Reprint from Journal Asiatique, 
May- June, 1917. Paris: Aug. Picard, 1917. 50 pages. 3 francs. 
With his usual care F. Nau has here published the text in Syriac and Greek, a 
translation, and excellent notes of three little fragments. The first two are pseudony- 
mous and belong to mediaeval apocalyptic. The last, by a Greek author, thus far 
known only through the Syriac, is an interesting contribution to the world-view of 
Justinian's time. The only slip noticed by the reviewer occurs in the last line of 
the translation on page 55 (467), where the French has "Nord," the Syriac on page 
51 reading West; the misprint is probably to be sought in the Syriac. Note 1, page 
26, will scarcely bear in its entirety the scrutiny of calmer times. 

M. S. 

Cohu.J. R. The Evolution of the Christian Ministry. London: John Murray, 

1018. x+128 pages. 35. 6d. 

The book is addressed primarily to the "educated laymen and laywomen" of 
the churches of England. It attempts to cover the main outlines of the history of the 
organization of the Christian church from the beginning down to the present. Under 
the circumstances, as the writer himself admits, less is said of events and developments 
than of results and principles. No effort is made to enter into an independent dis- 
cussion of critical problems. The work presents a resum£ of the conclusions of experts, 
illustrated by citations from the sources and supported by quotations from modern 
authorities, that appear on almost every page. The treatment is eminently fair and, 
except for the program for church union in England suggested in the concluding 
chapter, succeeds admirably in transcending denominational bias. The value of the 
book to a beginner in the subject is enhanced by concise explanations, generally in 
footnotes, of such terms as Catholicism, sacramentarianism, sacredotalism, gnosti- 
cism, monasticism, etc. 

The general conclusion is that historical investigation shows that no one form 
of organization is to be regarded as forever binding on the Christian church. A truly 
living church must obey the fundamental law that life is adaptation to environment 
and in each age work out that form of organization which best fits environment. 



